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ADVERTISEMEN T. 


HIS plain Diſcourſe was compoſed 


at a ſhort Warning, and without any 
farther View than its Delivery from the 


Pulpit; and therefore would not have been 


publiſhed, but for the repeated Solicitation of 
the worthy Friend moſt nearly concerned 
in the melancholy Occaſion of it. 
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1 JOHN xiv. 1. 
5 Let not your Heart be troubled : Ye believe in 
4 God, believe alſo in me, 
3 HESE Words our deceaſed Friend, 
} whoſe Remains we have juſt now 
1 interred, deſited might be the Sub- 
L jet of her Funeral Sermon. She had 
4 found, under a long and trying Illneſs, the 
x Advantage of having the Comfort of the 
; Scriptures to apply to, and experienced their 
b divine Efficacy in the laſt Extremity; and 
2 therefore recommended them to her ſurviv- 
3 ing Friends, as the beſt Support under the 
1 Affliction they now feel, in her being taken 
3 from them. 
5 And, as we are all born to Trouble of 
; one Kind or another, we may all find our 
3 Account in attending ro what our bleſſed 
4 Redeemer has here ſuggeſted. Let not your 
3 Heart be troubled, ys believe in God, believe 
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N 
alſo in nc. Or as the Words might have 
been rendered, believe ye in God, believe ye 
alſo in me, But whether we underſtand 
them as declaring the Diſciples Faith, or 
exhorting them to the Exerciſe of it, the 
Intention and Uſe of them is the ſame ; viz. 
To point us out a ſure and infallible Reme- 
dy againſt all the Miſeries to which the hu- 

man Nature is liable. For they open to us 
the Fountain of Life, and teach us how to 
be happy for ever; here then let us conſider, 
I, What we are to underſtand by beliey- 
ing in God and in Chriſt? And 
II. What this believing will contribute 
towards our true Comfort and Happi- 
_ neſs? | PE 
I. What we are to underſtand by beliey- 
. ing in God and Chriſt ? 
About Faith, or believing, we read a 
great deal in our Bibles, eſpecially in the 
New Teſtament, and that it is ſo connected 
with our eternal Happineſs, that without it, 
we are told, Ve cannot fee Life, the Wrath 
of God abideth on us; it muſt be therefore 
of very great Confequence to have a right 
Idea of it, | 
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The primary Notion of believing, is 


crediting or aſſenting to the Truth of a Teſ- 


timony; or a being perſwaded that a Pro- 


poſition or Deakaration, Sc. is true, upon 


proper Evidence and Conw ion of its being 


o. 
This is the caſe with reſpect to divine 


Faith (of which we are treating) i. e. It 


is a crediting the Teſtimony of Gd; or a 
being per feed of the Truth of what he 
declares, upon a rational Conviction that 
he has declared it. For ſays the Apoſtle 


(Heb. xi. 1.) Farth, is the—Evidence of 


Things not ſeen. i. e. It is the Effect of Con- 
viction in the Underſtanding and Conſci- 


ence, of the Certainty and Reality of thoſe 


Things which God hath declared to us, and 
which otherwiſe we ſhould not have known, 
or though known not have noticed, To 


believe without rational Evidence, is to be- 


lieve we know not what, nor why, its 


Faith without a juſt Ground, which is no 


Faith at all in the Scripture ſenſe, * and 
A 4 which, 
* See John i 7. 4. 12. x. 38. xiv. 29. xx. 31. Thus 


that inftance of ſtrong Faith in Abraham (Heb, xi. 19.) 
appears to have had a rational Foundation. 
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which, though it may ſerve the Purpoſes 
of Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, is the very 
Bane of real Religion. The true Believer 
can give a Reaſon for his Faith; he knows 
in whom he believes, and why he does ſo. 
And therefore, though he may not be able 
to go through with the whole Evidence of 


the Divinity of his Religion, he carries al- 


ways about him what is ſufficient to anſwer 
the Cavils of Infidelity, to the Satisfaction 
of his own Mind, and that it is both his 
Duty and Happineſs to believe as he does. 
Faith alſo implies a yielding to this Con- 
viction, or receiving and approving the Teſ- 
timony of God; for though convinced of 


the Truth, if we reject it, or don't willing- 


ly receive it into our Hearts, we are ſtill Un- 
believers in the Scripture's Senſe, This 


was the caſe of many of the Jews when our 
Lord was upon Earth,; they ſaw the Purity 


of his Life, heard his divine Doctrine, ob- 


ſerved his Miracles, and might have ſeen 
the Scriptures which ſpoke of him, fulfilled, 


and therefore could not but be convinced in 


their Minds, that he was the true Meſſiah; 


but they ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light, 


would ; 
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would not yield to Conviction, but rejected 


the Teſlimony of God concerning bis Son, and 
were thereby the more Denys in the Guilt of 
Infidelity, 

In this crediting and approving the divine 
Record, there is alſo a Regard had to its 
infinite Excellency and Importance, as well 


as to its Truth and Reality. And therefore 
true and ſaving Faith is much more than a 
meer Belief of the Truth. It is a vital, 


operative Principle, that reigns in the Heart ; 
awakens the Conſcience ; excites Deſirc ; 
leads to an humble Truſt and Hope in God, 

and diſpoſes all the Powers of our Nature 
to a chearful Obedience to his Will; which 


laſt particular is Hential to true Faith, and 
inſeparable from it; for Path, ſays the 
Apoſtle James, without Works i dead,; and 
and of no more real Uſe ia the Buſineſs of 


Religion, than a dead Man in the Buſineſs 


of Life. XY 7 
This Faith is the Gift of God; or the 
Effect of the gracious Power and Influence 


of his Word and Spirit upon our Minds. 


Hence we read of its being given 70 e 


the Moſer: tes of the Kingdom, and to believe 
(Matt, 
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[ 10 ] 
(Matt. xiii. 11. Phil. i. 29.) and that Faith 
cometh by hearing te Word of God (Rom. 


x. 17.) And of the Goſpel's coming not in 


Word only, but in Power. 1, e, to pierce the 


Heart, and awaken all its moſt lively Feel- 


ings: (1 The. i. 5. Acts ii. 37.) though 
this divine Energy operates in a way of ra- 
tional Conviction, agreeable to the moral 
Government we are under; enlightening, 
perſwadjng, and ſo determining the free 
Choice of the Mind, according to the Pro- 


miſe, Pſal. cx. 3. 7by People ſhall be en 


in the Day of thy Power, 

Thus then to believe in God, is fo belieme 
that he is, and that be is a Rewarder of all 
that diligently ſeek him, (Heb. xi. 6.) To 
give entire credit to all the Notices he is 


pleaſed to give of himſelf, his Perfections 


and Government ſo far as they appear to be 
given by him; to examine the Evidence of 


that Appearance with Candour, and yield to 


it with a willing Mind; to have our Hearts 
impreſſed with a juſt Senſe of the Excel- 
lency and Importance of that Syſtem of 


Faith and Obedience we believe he has laid 


down and cftabliſhed ; to defire the Favour 
| 1 


1-7. F: : 
of God, and a being for ever with him as 
the ſupreme Good; to embrace and depend 
upon his Promiſe for that Purpoſe; and 
having this Hope in us, fo cleanſe curſelves 
from all Filthineſs of Fi:fh and Spirit; pet 
fecting Holineſs in the Fear of God, (2 Cor. 
vil. 1.) This, I fay, is true Faith or believ- 
3 ing in God, taken in the ſcriptural Extent, 
g But we are directed not only to believe in 
; God, but alfo in Chi Believe alfo in me. 
Hie indeed is truly and properly God, by 
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4 his Communion in the one only Divine Na- 
7 ture: But the Scriptures fpeak of him 
j chiefly in the ſubordinate Character of the 


Son of God, the Mediator between God and 
Man, the Man Chrift Fefus, God manifeſt in 
our Fleſh—The new and lyins Way of Asc- 
2 ceſs. to God and Acceptance with him: 
E: Through whoſe Blood we have Redemption, in 
3 vum it bas pleaſed the Father all Fulneſi fhould 
dwell, and our Wants be ſupplied from it— > 
f The Lord our Righteouſneſs, Strength and 
4 ; Salvation, the Way, the Truth, and the Lije, 
without whom no Man can come unto the Fa- 
tber. In theſe Characters, I ſay, the Scrip- 
tures principally preſent to our Notice and 
8 . Faith 
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Faith the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in reſpect 
of theſe and the like Particulars he calls 
upon us 70 believe in him. (viz.) To believe 
in him, as the divinely appointed Medium of 
the Hope of guilty Creatures towards their 
God— Believe in him, as our Mediator, 
Propitiation, and Advocate ; in the Worthi- 
neſs and Virtue of whoſe perfect Obedi- 
ence, even to the Death of the Croſs, and 
that alone, our Sins are forgiven, and our 
ſincere Repentance and Obedience become 
acceptable and rewardable : And ſo offer 
up our Prayers and our Praiſes, tranſact all 
our religious Buſineſs, and maintain our pi- 
ous Intercourſe with our heavenly Father 
through him; or as the Scripture expreſſeth 
it, in bis Name, truſting in him to preſent 
us ſpotleſs before the Throne of his Glory. 
In a Word to believe in Chriſt, is to be con- 
vinced and perſwaded of the Reality and 
| Excellency of his redeeming Character, and 
treat it accordingly— To hearken to his 
Doctrine as a Prophet, deſire and truſt his 
atoning Sacrifice and Interceſſion as a Prieſt; 
| and conſcientiouſly obey his Laws as our 
=_ King; looking to him as our r Example ; ; 
| 
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waiting for his Appearance the ſecond 


Time without Sin to en our Salva- 


tion, 


Our Faith indeed even here, is to reſpect 
and ultimately reſt in the Father; but the 
Father, as reconciled in Chriſt, and there- 
fore begins properly with Chriſt, as the Me- 
diator or Medium of approach to the Fa- 
ther, So we read; through him we have 


acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father. (Eph. ii. 


18.) By him we believe in God; and that 
Ged raiſed him from the Dead, and gave bin: 
Glory, that cur Faith and our Hape might he 
in God (1 Pet. i. 21.) In this Connection 


thus divinely ſettled, lies the very Life and 
Soul of all true Religion, Piety, and Vir- 


tue— There is no true Faith in Chriſt bat as 
it leads to God; no true Faith in God, but 
(fo far as he is revealed) muſt be alſo in 


_ Chriſt, and have its firſt reſpect to him, ſor 
without him we can ds nothing. John. xv. 5. 


Thus then in a Word, true Faith in God, 


and in Chriſt, is ſuch a clear, aſſured, lively 


perſwaſion of the Reality, and Excellency 
of the Things which God has revealed to 


ys through Chrüt, concerning our Duty and 


Comfort 
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Comfort in this World, and our Enjoyment 


of eternal Life in the next, as enables us 
to live habitually under their Influence, 

II. I am to conſider what this believing 
will contribute towards our true Comfort 
and Happineſs ? 

Let not your Heart be troubled — 

1ſt. This Divine Faith will lead us into 
the moſt 5 and delightful Views, of the 
Character of God, and of Chrijt. 

It will enable us to conſider that great 


Being, whoſe Power and Juſtice 1s ſo much, 


and fo juſtly our Dread, and whoſe Good- 


_ neſs is the Spring of all our Hope, in a pre- 


per and conſiſtent Light, with reſpe& both 
to bis Perfections, and our Condition as 
Sinners. 

It will give us indeed very ſtriking Ap- 
prehenſions of his infinite Purity and Righ- 


teouſneſs, Power and Dominion over us; 
of his Reſentments againſt Sin, and his 
Reſolution to puniſh it; of the jealous Re- 
gard he has to the Honour of his Laws, 
and the Majeſty of his Government— The 


true Belief of God's Word, I fay, will lead 
us into the molt ſenſible and affecting Ap- 
prchenſions 
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prehenſions of theſe Things ; but it will 
alſo lead us to ſee this moſt Holy, Almigh- 


ty, and awful Being, as the moſt Benevo- 


lent, Gracious, and Merciful alſo; as em- 
ploying his Wiſdom and Goodneſs in ſettling 
a proper Method of maintaining his juſt 


i Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, and even magnify- 


ing his Law, while he gives the fulleſt 
Scope to the Exerciſe of his Mercy, in 
forgiving every penitent Believer, and raiſ- 


ing him to the higheſt Honours and Felici- 
ties; or in the expreſſive Words of the 
Prophet As a jt God and a Saviour, (Ila. 
xlv. 21.) 


This Divine Faith will alſo let us into 


particularly agreeable Views of the Charatter 


of Chriſt, the Greatneſs and Graciouſneſs 


of his Undertaking, and the peculiar Fitneſs 


of the whole to our Circumſtances— It will 


open to us the All- ſufficiency of his Sacri- 
fice and Righteouſneſs for our Pardon and 
Acceptance with God, and a right to etet- 
nal Life; enable us to look upon him as 
the very Propitiation for our Sins, our righ- 
teous prevailing Advocate and Interceſſor 
with the F. ather — lt will aſſure us of the 


unſcarch- 
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[16] 
unſearchable Riches and Fulneſs of his 
Grace, and all the Bleſſings of Salvation; 
and how ready he is to impart the ſame with 
the moſt gracious Liberality, to all who 
defire them, and apply to him, as he has 
directed for that Purpoſe, 

Nov to ſuch guilty Creatures liable to fo 
many Miſeries in both Worlds as we are, 
what can be better adapted to our Conſola- 
tion than ſuch Views of God and of Chriſt? 

2. True Faith alſo adminiſters to our 


Comfort and Happineſs, as it enables us to 


entertain juſt Notions of the Nature and 


Tendency of our Afflictions; or to conſider 
them in an Evangelical Light; 7z. e. as the 
Chaſtenings of a moſt merciful Father—As 
(at worſt) far leſs than our Sins deſerve 


As mixed with many forfeited Mercies—As 
neceſſary Means of our true and ſolid Hap- 


pineſs, and actually productive of it when 
borne with Submiſſion and Patience Means 
of improving our true Wiſdom, of awaken- 


ing us to Repentance for our paſt Sin, and 


of preventing our falling into it for the fu- 
ture; making us more watchful againſt 


Temptations; ſtrengthening our Chriſtian 
Graces 
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Graces and Virtues ; leſſening our Eſteem 
for this preſent World, and weakening our 
undue Attachments to it ; of engaging us 
to converſe more cloſely with God, to ſet 
our Affections on the Pleaſures of Religion 
and a better World ; and of enabling us to 
taſte them with higher Satisfaction and De- 


light—In a word, as Means of making us 


Partakers of the Divine Holineſs now, and 
working for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal Weight of 2 'y hereafter, _ 

In this Light, the Word of God leads 
us to conſider our Afflictions of every Kind; 
in this Light Divine Faith will actually en- 
able us to confider them ; and thereby 
greatly Support and Cointort us under them; 


inſpire us with Patience and Hope, or that 
true Greatneis of Mind peculiar to Believers 
in God and in Chriſt; in the Poſſcflion of 


which they find peculiar Conſolation, and 


are induced to number their Afflictions 
amongft ſome of ms: greateſt of their Mer- | 


cies. 


OS Faith in God and i in Chriſt, that 


enables us to make 4 good Uſe and ens 
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ment of the Promiſes, and puts us into the 


actual Poſſeſſion of them. 


The bleſſed God, in order to prevent 
thoſe who believe in him from being ſunk 
by their Calamities into utter Dejection, and 
overwhelmed with Deſpair, has been pleaſ- 
ed to enrich his Book with many great and 
precious Promiſes, ſuited to their Condition, 
and particularly intended for their Comfort. 
Such as theſe— Fear not, for I am with thee, 


be nt diſmayed, for I am thy God; I will 
| frrengthen thee, yea 1 will help thee, yea 1 
wrll uphold thee noith the right Hand of my 


Righteouſneſs, (Iſa. xli. 10.) Call upon me 
in the Day of Trouble, and Twill deliver thee, 


(Pfal. I. 15.) The Lord will give Grace and 


Glory; no good Thing will he withhold from 


them who wall uprightly, (Pſal. Ixxxiv. 11.) 

T1 woill never leave thee nor forſake thee (Heb. 
xiii. 5.) Come unto me all ye that labour, and _ 
dre heavy laden, and I will give you ret. 
(att. xi. 28.) He that believeth ſhall not 

periſh, but have everlaſting Life; and a 
Thouſand others of the like Nature And 
many of them particularly adapted to the 
various Circumſtances of our Caſe, _ . 
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But unleſs we believe theſe Promiſes to 
* indeed true, the Words of a good and 
faithful God, and ſee our Way opened to 
them through the Mediation and Sacrifice 
of Chriſt; and unleſs we are not only con- 
vinced of their Tut“, but alfo of their Ex- 
cellency and Importance; heartily deſire the 
Bleſſedneſs contained in them; Truſt in the 


Veracity and Power of God and Chriſt to 


make them good to us, and are diſpoſed 
to anſwer the End propoſed by them, by 
purifying ourſelves as le is pure; unleſs, I 


2 ſay, this be the Caſe, they will be of little 


Uſe'to us—But in the Exerciſe of ſuch a 


Faith in them, we feel their conſolating 
Power; and taſte their Sweetneſs indeed; 
we find them truly divine Cordials, of un- 

flailing Efficacy to ſupport and cheer our 

Hearts when ſinking under the Weight of 

Adverſity. 8 ON 

EY” Believing: in Cod and Chriſt opens to 

dur View the moſt gelightful Proſpects, 

both as to the 2 wcellency and Certais wy. 9 
our future State. 5 | 

This is the leading Thought ir in our Lord J 


Diſcoutſe in the Context believe in Ga, 
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Believe alſo in me, in my Pather's Houfs are 

10 many Manſions, if it were not fo I would 
N have told you; I go to prepare a Place for 
1 a you, and if Igo and prepare a Place for you, 
| T will come again and recerve you unto my ſelf, 
5 that where I am, there ye may be 4% De- 
1 | Iightful Words! Of that future State, we 
| read a great deal in our Bibles, efpecially in 
the New Teſtament, It was to that Chrift 
himſelf had his Eye in his Sufferings and to 
| that he directs curs; it is to that the Pro- 
1 miſes chiefly relate, and there we are taught 
to expect the full Reward of our Faith and 
Patience. In this World indeed we have 
13 our Comforts, but in that World alone, chere 
| EE is Pulneſs of Foy. 
15 | As to the Nature and Excellency of that 
ti State, and the Manner of our Exiſtence in 
1 it, we learn from the Scriptures (where 
[38 alone indeed we can learn it) that it con- 
'F ſiſteth in the Perfection of the Powers of 
| | NS EIT Body and Mind, natural and moral—In ar. 
| | | intire Freedom from all Sin, Sorrow, and 
Death—That there the Underſtanding will 
_ 1H £ be filled irh the Light of the Knowledge of 
i _ the 97 Fu God? in the Face * Jeſus Chriji— 

=: The 


2 — — 1 7 
— 23 — — — — 


The Affections drawn out towards him in 


4 2» { | a 
„ 3 the moſt pure, exalted, and undeclining 
1 Love— The Will diſpoſed to the moſt per- 


3 fe& and chearful Conformity to the Will of 
| * God; and (after the Reſurrection) the 
4 Body itſelf be faſhioned like unto Chriſt's 
glorious Body, reunited to the Soul, and 
diſpoſed to attend all its Dictates with the 
higheſt Pleaſure — that there, the whole 
Man will be employed in the molt delight- 
ful Buſineſs, the worſhip of God, in all the 
_ pureſt and moſt animating Forms; and in 
numberleſs other Inſtances of moſt exalted 
and pleaſing Obedience, and all with unre- 
mitting Vigour and Conſtancy; for they 
who are before his Throne, ſerve him Day 
and Nizht; and reſi not ſaying, Holy, Holy 
Holy Lord God Almighty (Rev. iv. 8. chap. 


vii. I5.)—There all true believers will be 
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| near to God, even wzitb him, 7. e. enjoy 

: the peculiar and moſt glorious Manifeſta- 

| 4 tions of his Perfections, and (as far as their 
1 ſeveral Capacities will admit) be led into 
I a peculiar Acquaintance, with his Works 

- of Creation and Providence, and eſpecially 

2 of Grace and Salyation, and many of the 
1 B 3 great 
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3 | great Purpoſes of his Eternal Mind relative 
i 1 | i thereto. For as the Scripture expreſſeth 5 
wi it — They tall ſee God—See him as be is — 
f | There they will alſo have a particular Inti- 
1 macy with him, who loved them, and gave 
# himſelf for them, and waſhed them from their 
| Sins, in his own Blood—See him in all the 
1 | glorious Excellencies of the univerſal Lord, 
| | the. only begotten of the Father, the Image 


of his i#vi/ib/e Majeſty ; in whom all bis 
Pulneſs dwells; and as their Righteouſneſs, 
Strength, and Salvation—Sit together with 
him in heavenly Places; enjoy a moſt in- 
timate Friendſbip with him, and ſhare with 
him, as joint Heirs, the peculiar Honours 
and Felicities of the everlaſting Kingdom ; 
for they ſhall be ever with the Lord—Theic 
Purity, their Dignity, their Joy, ſhall know 

1 no Imperfection, no Interruption, no De- 

5 dclenſion; but laſt with improving Fulneſs 

through the endleſs Ages of Eternity. All 

* which muſt give the higheſt poſſible De- 

Ws. light the human Nature can feel. 

| | And of all this, there is the greateſt Cer- 

| 52 tainty. The Reality, and in ſome Degree 

| | © the Excellency of a future State, as the Por- 

5 514 . tion 
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tion of the Righteous, was always a chief 


Article in their Faith; as the Eleventh 
Chapter to the Hebrews fully demonſtrates. 
Of this Heavenly Country (as we there learn) 
God had given aſſuring Promiſes from the 
very beginning; of this the truly Pious 
were always perfwaded-— Through the Faith 
of this, they lived in the moſt exemplary 
Holineſs ; ſuffered with the moſt exemplary 
Patience ; and died, with the firmeſt Hope 
and Expectation, But ſince their Times, 
the Reality and Bleſſedneſs of this State 
has been more fully and clearly evinced: 
For Chriſt, the Faithjul and true Witneſs, 
has. &rowght Life and Immortality to light 


by his Gofpel: and in fo many Words de- 


clares, that if it were not fo be would have 
told us. The whole Goſpel Syſtem of Faith 
and Holineſs, implies and refers to this 
great Truth-—The Sufferings and Death of 
Chriſt teſtify bs full Belief of it, for it is ſaid, 


be endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame 
fer the Glory that was ſet before him. And 
one Deſign of his Death, conſidered as a 


Sacrifice for Sin, was to open our Way to it. 
So the Apoſtle ( Heb. x. 19, &c.) Me enter 


into tbe Halieft by the Blood of Ye us. And | 


By of 
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of this too, all the Gifts and Graces of the 


Holy Spirit are Pledges and Aſſurances. 80 


that there is nothing in the World more 
ſure than the future, everlaſting, unſpeak- 
able Happineſs, of all that ry believe in 
God and in Chriſt. | 

But as it is by Faith or believing God's 
Word, and that alone, that we have any 
juſt Knowledge or Aſſurance of this Happi- 
neſs; ſo, while in the Exerciſe of that Di- 
vine Grace, we contemplate its Greatneſs 
and Certainty, we find ſtrong Conſolation. 


We feel a Divine Energy in thefe Views of 


Things, to leſſen the Weight of cur Afflic- 
tions, to reconcile us to the Will of God, 


and inſpire us with the brighteſt and moſt 


animating Hopes, not only of Deliverance 
from them, but of exceeding great Advan- 
tages through them (2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. ) 


Some [mprovement of what has been ſaid 
may be made by a due Regard to the fol- 
lowing REFLECTIONS. 

1ſt, We ſee here, how much it ſhould 


be our Concern and Care, thus to 0 believe 
in God and in Chriſt. 


Some indeed affect to ſpeak with a _ 


| "ow of Sneer _ Cn of Faith; 
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23 
very Word believing, in Matters of Reli- 
gion, awakens their Ridicule or their Re- 


ſentment; and too many (it is to be feared) 


who make higher Pretences to Religion than 
ordinary, by their enthuſiaſtic and un ſerip- 
tural Way of ſpeaking about it, have not 


a little contributed to that growing Evil. 
But if our Bibles are of any Weight with 


us in this Matter, we ſhall ſee this divine 
Grace, this evangelical Virtue, of the 
higheſt Confequence to our Happineſs ; 


even fo high, that we are for ever undone 


without it—In this View it is the one Thing 


needful; and demands our particular At- 
tention—Irt is indeed the Gift of God, but 


as he gives Liberally, in the Uſe of the 
Means he has appointed and promiſed to 
| bleſs, particularly, Attendance on his Word 


and Prayer, let theſe be uſed with all Di- 
ligence, with that Meaſure of Faith we 


have already received: in this Way we have 
Reaſon to expect a ſuitable Encreaſe of it, 
till it becomes indeed a vital and ruling 
Principle of divine Love, Holineſs, and 


Comfort in our Hearts, 
But as a Means of awakening your Minds 


to a due Regard to this Advice, I wonld call 
your Thoughts to Three Seaſons of Trial 
99 oy in 
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in particular, wherein more eſpecially the. 
Importance of a true Belief in God and 
Chriſt will appear. 
iſt. In Times of 8 Affliction; 
* our created Dependencies and Means 
of Comfort fail us, or when the great God. 
is pleaſed to take from us our Health, our 
Subſtance, or our near and valued Relatives 
and Friends; in ſuch Seaſons (and to ſuch 
ms we are all liable) juſt Apprehenſions of God, 
" his Perfections and Providence; of Chriſt, 
as our Mediator and Redeemer ; of the Word 
1 and Promiſes of God, as the Pledges of his 
Wy: Love to us; and of the glorious Rewards 
\ JF 5 of Grace reſerved for the obedient and pa- 
| tient Believer in another World -] ſay a 
1 juſt Apprehenſion, a realizing, practical 
Belief of theſe Things, will be found of 
ſingular Uſe and Importance This is the 
Grace, that opens the Springs of divine 
Conſolation, leads. us to them, enables us | 
to make a proper Uſe of them, and aſſures 
us of the Wiſdom and Love of God as un- 
changeably engaged in Favour of all that 
fear him—It points us to the Patience and 
Sufferings of Chriſt as our Example, and 
refers us to the Recompence of Reward in 
a future State, as the more abundant for 
| our 
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1 27 J 
our Trials. Thus it compoſes the Tumults 
of the Mind, animates our Hopes, ſubdues 
our intemperate Deſires, and carries us 
above the evil Influences of this World. 
And thus, to you, my Friends, who now 
feel the Hand of God, and are troubled 
for the Loſs of one juſtly dear to you, what 
better, what more important and uſeful Di- 
rection can be given, than this of believing 


in God and in Cbriſt; crediting what they 


have declared, truſting in what they have 
promiſed, and carrying your Views to that 
World, where you have ſuch ſatisfactory 
Reaſons to conclude the departed Spirit of 
your dear Relative has found an everlaſting 
Reſt, from all the Miſeries of this Life; ſees 
the Face of God in Chriſt, in unclouded 


Glory, and rejoices in the happy Viſion; 
and where, living and dying in this Faith, 


you, Cer long, will meet her again, and 
part no more for ever? May you be enabled 


to take the Comfort of it, and may we all 


find the ſame Conlolation for ourſelves, in 
the like Circumſtances, and our ſurviving 


Friends and Relatives mourn for us with the 


ſame bleſſed Hope f 
2. Under a Senſe of Guilt _ Unworthi- 


neſs, believing Views of God and Chriſt will 


be found of the greateſt Importance, We 


281 

We are all Sinners againſt God, and as 
ſuch always liable (more or leſs) to a pain- 
ful Senſe of our Condition. Even the beſt 
of Men, who are in a State of actual Re- 
conciliation with God, carry about with 
them a Senſe of the Evil of Sin, and are 
afflicted, and often greatly diſtreſſed, about 
the many unallowed moral Weakneſſes 
and Imperfections, that attend them; their 
Coldneſs and want of, due Love to God; 
their Comings ſhort in many Inſtances of 


Duty towards themſelves and their Neigh- 


bours : againſt this Diſtreſs there is no effec- 
tual and ſolid Conſolation but an obedient 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt as the great Atone- 
ment for our Sins, and the forgiving Mercy 
of God through him, and therefore ſays the 
Apoſtle (1 John i. 2.) F any Man fin we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus 


 Chrift the Righteous, the Propitiation fer our 
Sins—Whoſe Blood cleanſoth from all Sin, fo 
that if we confeſs and (Prov. xxviii. 13.) 


forſake our Sins, he is Faithful and uſt to 


- forgive us (1 John i. 7, 9.) This therefore 
is the never failing Spring of the ſincerely 


penitent Believer's Conſolation. In the com- 


forting Views of this he endeavours always 
to live; and Particularly, when troubled 


with 
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with the Thoughts of his Sin, and its Con- 
ſequences, for here only he can find / ſor 
his Soul. But I ſay obedient Believer, be- 
cauſe to ſuch only the immediate and par- 
ticular Promiſes of Forgiveneſs and its Com- 
forts are made; and not to thoſe who fin 
wilfully and allowedly, and defire to con- 
tinue in ſuch a N we read Let 
the Wicked for ſabe his Way, and the unrigh- 
teous Man his Thoughts, 85 turn unto the 
Lord, and he will bave Mercy an bim (Iſa. lv. 
7.) Repent and be converted that your Sins 


may be blotted out (Heb. iii. 19.) To the Pe- 


nitent therefore, i. e. to thoſe who fear God, 
and deſire Reconciliation with him in the 


Way of Holineſs, are theſe Nerds of this 


Salvation ſent; and to them only, by Way 
of imniediate Comfort, though to others as 
Inſtances of the Goodneſs of God leading 


them to Repentance, and encouraging thera 
to hope for Mercy. 


— But not only to thoſe who are eſt b- 


liſhed Believers, and who have only the com- 
mon fallings-ſhort of Perfection to lament, 
is divine Faith of this Neccfiity and Im- 


portance ; but alſo to thoſe, who by ſome 
Word or Providence of God, or the Influ- 


ence of his Gracious Spirit upon their Cou- 
ſciences, 


ä 
Teiences, are ſtopt in their Courſe of Vice, 
or Neglect of Salvation, and are made to 


ſee and feel their Guilt and Danger ; whoſe 


Conſciences are wounded with Remorſe 
and the Fears of the divine Diſpleaſure; 


and who, though they wiſh, defire, and 


long to return to God, and be taken into 
his Family and Friendſhip, cannot think of 
him but as an Almighty and juſt God, 


whom they have highly offended, and there- 


fore think of him with Terror—To ſuch as 


' theſe the grand, the only efefZnal Medium 


of their Hope and Conſolation muſt be be- 
lieving in God and in Chriſt. To them 


therefore the bleſſed Redeemer does in ef- 


fect addreſs himſelf in theſe Words, and 


fay—* Hear and believe what God has de- 
< clared in his holy Word, how good and 
l gracious he is; how willing and even de- 
* firous that ſuch as you /howld not die, but 
© repent and live And as an Aflurance 
« of this Truth, how he ſent his Son into 
* the World to ſuffer and die upon a Croſs, 


« 2s an Atonement for Sin, that you might 


f periſh but have everlaſting Life thro 
Fuitb in him. 1 am the Reſurrectiom and 
the Life, whoſoever believeth in me, though 


* be were Dead yet ſball he live. — Believe 


thele 


COPE 
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theſe gracious Records, theſe Teſtimonies 


of Mercy from God and his Chriſt and 


bring forth the Fruits worthy of Repen- 
tance ; and ſo believing, you will find e 
Peace of God which pajjett, all Under landing 


poſſeſs your Souls, This Way you will be 


able to lock upon the great and dreadfr! 


God, as your reconciled Father, and find 


that the Blood of Chriſt has a divine Virtue 
in it to purge your Conſciences from dead 
Works and guilty Fears, and enable you to 


ſerve him from a Principle of evangelical 


Love. And beſure there is no other Way 


of coming at a true and ſolid Peace of Con- 
ſcience, but in this dutiful Regard to God, 
and Chriſt, believing and truſting the Goſ- 


pel Declarations and Promiſes, as ſetting 


forth the divine Forgiveneſs and Accep- 
tance as Matter of pure Grace and unde- 


ſerved Mercy, through the perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs and Sacrifice of Chriſt, There is 


no other Name under Heaven but his, by which 
we tan be ſaved; no other Sacrifice, that 


can take away our Sin, or (conſequently) 


relieve the Conſcience, but his; and no 


other Way for us to come at an Intereſt in 


it but as we believe it, truſt it, and are 


- N to anſwer the Deſign of its Reve- 


lation, 


PP r 


12 


lation, in a courſe of ſolid practical piety 
and Righteouſneſs. This is the plain the 
. repeated Language of our Bibles, and the 
[ | more we read them the more we ſhall be 
convinced that it is ſo, 

3. In the Hour of Death this divine Faith 
ES will afford vs peculiar Conſolation, and * 
pear of the greateſt Importance. 

Death is what we are all liable to by the : 
bi irreverſible Decree and judicial Appoint- 
ment of God, and what is haſtening upon 
us with unremitting Speed even while I am 
ſpeaking of it, and is nearer now than ever 
we know not how near Our Friends, our | 
Neighbours, on every Hand of us paſs away | 
and are no more ſeen; and we know not 
| which of us ſhall be the next; it is more | 
15 than poſſible however that we ſhall never all 
of us meet together again in one Place, till 

we meet at the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. But 
natural and neceſſary as Death is, it is a very 

ſerious and awful Thing to Die — Tis to 
exchange Time for Eternity To leave all 
our ſenſible Enjoyments, all we ſee and feel 
as the Medium of our preſent Comfort, and 
enter into a State of Exiſtence, ſurprizingly 
new, and in a great Meaſure unknown 
where our Se if not infinitely better, 
muſt 
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SE 
muſt be infinitely worſe, and that for ever : 
where we ſhall either live with God and 
Chriſt in the Fulneſs of divine Joy; or have 
our Portion 1n the Second Death with the 
Devil and his Angels, This is what the 
Bible paſſitively deciares—And can there be 
any thing within the Compaſs of human 
Thought more ſerious and affecting than 


this?—Tho' we have a good Hope through 
Grace of a Part in the heavenly Felicity, yet 
there is ſomething awful in the Thought of 
leaving all our Concerns and Connections 


with Time, and going into a World with 


which at beſt we are ſo little acquainted. But 


if we are Strangers to that Hope, and yet in 
our Sins, and Death ſhould overtake us in 
that Condition, the Hour of our Departure 
would be more than ſerious and awful; It 
would be dreadful, fo dreadful that there 
would be no bearing to think of it, without 
the moſt Heart-appalling Apprehenſions, no 


paſſing through it with an awakened Conſci- 


ence without an Agony not to be conceived ! 
Now againſt the Troubles and Diſtreſſes 


of this Hour, there is no real and ſure Re- 


medy for us but be//eving in God and in Chrijt, 
with a penitent and obedient Faith. And 


tho' it is poſſible that ſuch a Faith may be 


5 given i 


on» 
given us even in that Hour, yet it is not at 
| all probable, nor in the leaſt to be expected, 


Þ | and they eſpecially, who delay their Repen- 
#7 tance upon that Preſumption, they, of all 
| People, have reaſon to conclude they will 


| not be ſo indulged. The Promiſes and De- 
| clarations of the Goſpel, which are our 
Grounds of Encouragement to hope for 
1881 Grace, run quite in another Strain; and ſay, 
If To-day if ye will bear his Voice, harden not 
„ your Hearts. Now is the accepted Time, 
. now is the Day of Salvation, turn ye AT my 
1 Ne prop, (Heb. ii. 1 5. 2 Cor, vi. . Prov. i. 23.) 
Eli: But there is no promiſe for the Morra, to 
ſuch as deſpiſe thoſe of To-day. Let the 
Exhortation therefore in the Text be now 
immediately attended to; now, while the 
Voice of Mercy is heard ; while God by his 
gracious Spirit and Word is nigh; that your 
Hearts may not be troubled in that trying 
Seaſon when no other Conſolation will avail, 
and there is none, no not the neglected Sa- 
viour to deliver. To this Care the awful 
Providence which brought us here Wall 
calls us all | 
The Hand of Death has removed from us 
a valuable Perſon, and this tho' not in the 
Firſt yet mature bleom of Life; the very midſt 
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of her Uſefulneſs amongſt us; this ſhould 


alarm thoſe who are ſecure in the Strength 
and Health of Youth, and think of Death as 
at ſome imperceivable Diſtance—She died 
indeed of a lingering Diſorder, we may poſ- 
ſibly be taken oft on a ſudden, in an Hour 
we think not of it—- She died in a calm and 
peaceful Serenity of Mind, and longing Ex- 
pectation of being with Chriſt, as far better 
than any thing to be hoped for here—We, 
if unprepared, may expect to dic in Dark- 
neſs, Confuſion, and Deſpair. She has left us 
a ſingular Example of Piety and Virtue, in 
her aſtoniſhing Patience and Submiſſion to 


the Will of God thro” the whole of à tedi- 


.ous Ulneſs, her Kindneſs and Charity to the 
Poor, her ſerious and conftant Attendance 


on the public Worſhip of God upon all Oc- 


caſions, even to the laſt, till her Strength 
utterly failed her—May we all as our Occa- 
ſions call and Abilitics permit, go and do like- 


wiſe. She is gone, we have juſt Reaſon to 
conclude, where there is no more Sickneſs, 
nor Pain nor Death; but perfect and ever- 


| laſting Life and Joy; may we aſpire to the 
ſame F elicity, and ſeek that better Country 


with a Zeal becoming the infinite Impor- 
tance of our Intereſt there. 
C2 2. From 
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2. From what has been ſaid we may ob- 
ſerve, that we cannot ordinarily know the 

Truth of our Faith; but by the real Holi- 

neſs of our Hearts and Lives ; or as our 

Faith 1s accompanied with Repentance of 

Sin, love to God, and fincere Deſire to pleaſe 

him in unwerſal Righteouſneſs. 

Hypocrites and Self-deceivers may, (and 
generally do) credit and aſſent very readily to 
the Truth and Divinity of the Bible, and 

1 | entertain juſt and Orthodox Notions about 

Chriſt and his Grace May be very confi- 

* dent of their being the Favourites of God, 

[NE and very forward to exclude others that pri- 

BY vilege, who happen to differ from them, or 
fall below the Standard they have fixed— 
May be very zealous in the Intereſt and Pe- 

culiatities of the Party they chuſe to be de- 

[ nominated by, and call it a zeal for God 

| Yea they may be very ſtrict in all the exter- 
nal Duties and Forms of Religion—But if 

this be all; and there are none of the Fruits 
of the Spirit, none of thoſe good Works of 

ſolid and rational Piety, Temperance, Bene- 
volence, &c. which diſtinguiſhing the liv- 
ing from the dead Faith, it is all to no Pur- 
poſe, The believing which the Scripture 
connects with true Comfort and Happineſs, 

is 
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is an holy influential Principle, grounded in 
the vital Truth and Excellency of God's 


Word, leading us to Repentance and New- 
| neſs of Life—Drawing out the Heart to- 


wards God, and the Light of his Countenance, 


as the ſupreme Good-—Enables us to over- 


come the World, and live not for Time only, 
but alſo, and chiefly for Eternity; to do good 


to all, eſpecially the Houſehold of Faith; to 


be honeſt, juſt, faithful, merciful, chaſte, 
temperate, humble, patient ; and if there be 
any other Y7rtue, any moral Excellency, to 
think of and endeavour after higher Attain- 
ments in theſe Things, and direct all our ex- 
ternal Religion, and the Means of Grace, to 


theſe Ends. It is here we are all too apt to fail 


— But here we muſt not fail in any eſſential 


Point or Degree, if we would not diſappoint 


ourſelves in the Hopes we entertain of the di- 


vine Favour, and the Felicity of the future 
World. May we conſider 15 with the At- 
tention it deſerves! 


3. We may obſerve, what a divine Excel- 
-lency and All-ſuficiency there is in the true 
Chriſtian's Conſolations. The Spring of them 


riſes in Heaven from the Throne of God and 


the Lamb; the Benevolence of the divine Na- 
ture, the e of God inChriſt, and the ever - 


laſting 


E 

laſting immutable Purpoſes of his Grace — 
They reach to every Caſe, every Occafion of 
the Chriſtian's Life, they flow even thro the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, and flow on 
through the Ages of Immortality — Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away, and all the Joys 


of theSenſualiſt and meer Men of this World 


periſh for ever, and leave them to the dread- 
ful Puniſhment of violent, and yet inſatiable 
Defires ; but the Conſolations of the true Be- 
liever in God and in Chriſt, are (to ſpeak in 
the emphatical and juſt Stile of Scripture) 
everlaſiing Conſolations, EY: 

Who then that judges according to Truth, 


can look upon a Courſe of true Religion and 
 Holineſsas dull and melancholy,or pronounce 
the Pleaſures thence ariſing, dry and infipid ? 
The obedient Believer of all Men has rea- 
ſon to rejoice always : for his very Afflictions 
are made the Means of his Happineſs; en- 


large his Spiritual z. e. his ſweeteſt and moſt 
important Comforts here, and encreaſe the 

Weight and Luſtre of his Crown of Glory 
hereafter, If he at any Time appears de- 


jected and hopeleſs, under any of the Cala- 
mities of Life, it is thro' the Weakneſs of 


his Faith, his Want of duly conſidering the 


true Character of him 1 in whom he has be- 
lieved ; 
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lived; or to his going out of the Way of 


his Duty. 


And his Conſolations are as rational as they 


are great. There is ſuch a Thing indeed as 
a falſe Religion, which is accompanied with 
falſe Hopes and Pleaſures; all founded in 
ſuperſtitious Fancies and enthuſiaſtic Im- 


pulſes, or a Deluſion of the Conſcience by 
falſe Lights, in which the Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding have little or no concern. But 
the Religion, and conſcquently the Hopes, 


and Pleaſures of the real Chriſtian, are found- 
ed in divine Truths, on the Perfections of 


God, the Mediation of Chriſt, and the Power 


of his Goſpel upon his Heart; they correſ- 
pond not only to the moſt natural Feelings 


of his Conſcience, but to his Reaſon and 
Underſtanding alſo— They ariſe from ſuch 
a Belief of God and his Son Jeſus as im- 
preſſes the Mind with a Senſe of the high- 


eſt of all Obligations, that of Redemption from 
a State of Sin and Miſery, to real Holineſs 
and Bliſs — His Conſolations therefore are as 
real as his Exiſtence ; will ſtand the Teſt of 


his moſt enlightened and cooleſt Reflections; 
his deliberate, neareſt and moſt intimate 
Views of Death, and an eternal World—- He 
therefore can ſee, not only the common 


Neceſſaries 
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Neceſſaries and Comforts of this Life, but 
even Life itſelf fail him, and the whole 
Frame of Nature diffolve and ſink into 
Ruin, and yet rejoice in the God of his Sal- 
vation, 


May theſe Confiderations have their due 
Weight with us, and be the Means of en- 
ſpiring us with the divine Ambition of rank- 


ing with the Children of God by Faith, and 


of acting up to the glorious Character, amidſt 
all the Temptations to the contrary from 


the Pleaſures and Sorrows of this mortal 
Life—That when the Moment, the ſerious, 


awful Moment comes indeed that we 
miſt die, we may feel the Heart-chearing 
Conſolation of this rational, vital Hope, and 
in the full Aſſurance of it enter into that 
everlaſting Joy, which ſeſus hath promiſed 
us in his Word, and ſealed to our Faith with 
his moſt procious Blood „ 
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